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WITH SCOTT ROGERS
M A N A G E R ' S  B L O G



M A N A G E R ' S  B L O G

Scott

Good afternoon (just!) and welcome to our last scheduled
league game of the 25/26 season, in what should be a cracking
game to end a long and tough, but ultimately enjoyable season
that has been filled with some great memories and hopefully
still a few more to come. 

I’d like to welcome Marc and his Dorking Wanderers side to the
Optima Stadium and I’m sure everybody watching will enjoy
what should be a great game with so much at stake for both
teams. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers,
supporters, employees of the club and groundstaff for all their
help and support since I took over as Manager and there’s
nothing more I would love than to get our team into the play-
offs come 2.30pm today for all of you.

I can assure you we will do everthing we can to make this
happen. 

No doubt today will be a tough, cagey encounter but I’m
confident the lads’ mentality will shine through and get us the
result we need.

Please make as much noise as possible, the lads deserve it and
it definitely gives us a huge lift. Let’s make some more history. 



M A N A G E R ' S  B L O G





P R E S I D E N T ' S  B L O G  -  W I T H  D E N N I S  U S H E R

Dennis

Good afternoon to all the members of Dorking Wanderers FC, to all your Directors,
players and of course all your supporters.

What a wonderful season of football this has been. I am so lucky to have been with this
club for such a long time. The time has gone by so quickly. What a club we have! This
makes me so proud and pleased. My thanks go to all of the teams.

Our First Team; well done to all of you. You have all made me so happy. To our Under 19s
down to our seven-year-olds, thank you. I am so proud of you all.

I am equally as proud of our wonderful ladies’ team; the wins you have achieved are great.
Thanks to Sarah and Bridget. Well done.

Our main pitch is wonderful. I have met many people who have said what a great pitch we
have. My thanks go to our Groundsman Sam and the grounds team who help with this. We
have a pitch to be proud of. Thank the Lord we have a great watering system.

Thanks must go to Mary, Eric and Jacob for the work they do on our 50/50 draw on match
days. Their enthusiasm to help and support this club is much appreciated.

A big thank you must go to Shelly, who does such a lot day to day for this club.

This club has helped me in so many ways over the years, and I must say thank you to Oli
and all our directors for all the work they do. There is so much that goes into running a
club.

Thank you to you, our supporters.





P R E S I D E N T ' S  B L O G  -  W I T H  D E N N I S  U S H E RC A P T A I N ' S  C O L U M N -  W I T H  E M L Y N  L E W I S



Club Captain Emlyn Lewis turned Club Reporter this week as he asked his team-mates the all-
important football and non-football questions that fans and staff have wanted to know about their
Seagulls’ heroes! (Diolch, Emlyn!)

Do you come from a football family, and who was your favourite defender growing up? (from Pete
Rogers to Emlyn Lewis)

Not really, no. My dad was a rugby player when he was younger, and my mam was more into horse
riding, so I did not exactly come from a football family. But I was very lucky that they always
supported me playing all sorts of sports growing up, especially swimming, running and football.

As for my favourite defender, it was probably John Terry. I know that sounds mental as a Liverpool
fan, but I always admired his competitiveness, leadership and overall quality.

If pancakes didn't exist, what would you have for your pre-match meal? (Mark Stainer to Louis
Britton)

Beans on toast.

They say you have to be mad to be a goalkeeper, so what made you want to be one? (Michael
Williams to Max Harris)

I jumped in as a young lad because nobody else wanted to go in goal at a local tournament when
our goalkeeper got injured. I remember making a save in the game that won us the game. The
feeling of the lads jumping on me and celebrating was a moment I won’t forget and fuelled a career
in goalkeeping.

C A P T A I N ' S  C O L U M N -  W I T H  E M L Y N  L E W I S



What main piece of advice would you give to a young player, or a younger version of yourself?
(David Green to Michael Smith)

The biggest piece of advice I would give to a young person is to never give up, in all aspects of
football. If it's a hard training session or a tough game, keep giving your all until the very end! Things
might not work out how you want them to but if you keep going and work hard you can achieve
great things. I personally had to work so hard and never gave up, while my teammates at youth level
were getting contracts in England I was overlooked until I was 21 when eventually after not giving
up and working harder than everyone around me I achieved my dream and signed a professional
contract with Bristol Rovers, and having played football for a long long time I can say that players
who work the hardest with the best attitude and never give up go on to have great careers.

What is your favourite cheese? (Natalie Cooper to Jason Pope)

Le Rustique Brie - specifically wooden box version.

Who is the best manager you've ever played for? (Nigel Richardson to Scot Bennett)

Other than Scotty Rogers, obviously... Michael Flynn because I had the best parts of my career
under him playing in some massive games, against a lot of big Premiership teams and two play-off
finals at Wembley.

Why do you wear your shorts like that? (James Roberts to Dom Bernard)

There are two reasons: One, I decided to roll them up one game and it’s stuck ever since. Second,
well I think it's best left unsaid.

If you were in a film, which actor should play you? (Gary Davis to Jacob Jagger Cane)

A young Antonio Banderas…similar hair and sexy accent, and I once purchased his own brand of
aftershave at the airport duty free on the way to Ibiza, lovely!

C A P T A I N ' S  C O L U M N -  W I T H  E M L Y N  L E W I S

Jacob Jagger Cane



C A P T A I N ' S  C O L U M N -  W I T H  E M L Y N  L E W I S
How was your loan at Chippenham and playing for a struggling side? (Helen Edwards to Callum
Wood)

I really enjoyed my time at Chippenham, under a team that was struggling but still playing in the right
way. It built my confidence back up and allowed me to come back to Weston when I was needed to
perform in such a high quality side and make some sort of impact. It’s disappointing they couldn’t
stay up but I’m sure with the team and management they’ll have no problems coming back into the
league and I wish them all the best.

You look quite sporty, what other sports are you good at? (Freddie Dawson to Luke Spokes)

I have played a variety of sports over the years, but the ones I’m actually good at are tennis related
sports, so padel, table tennis etc, and golf.

You're stranded on a desert island and you have to choose three people to be with you: One team-
mate, another footballer and one celebrity: Who are you choosing?! (Ben Mead to Will Dawes)

Team mate: Sam Avery
Another footballer: Matty McClure 
Celebrity: Theo Von

Who's your favourite player in the world? (Noah Brown to Tommy Backwell)

Got to be Messi, nobody is near him!

Out of your Bristol City team-mates, who do you think will go on to have the best career in the
game? (Nathan Giblett to Leo Pecover)

I think Radek Vitek for sure. He’s still so young but has been flying this season, and can pull off
game-changing saves!

If you were to go on Mastermind, what would your specialist subject be? (can't be football) - (Joe
Moore to Luke Coulson)

Lord of the Rings films.

If you could instantly master any skill, what would you choose? (Dylan Reid-Sinclair to Dan Martin)

I would love to be able to master every foreign language instantly

How much has your Dad been an influence on your career? (Ross Simmonds to Calum Hewlett)

My Dad has had a massive influence on my journey through football. From about four years old
when I first started kicking a ball around, all the way up to now, he has always supported me through
training and games. He’s constantly pushed me to improve and has played a big part in shaping me,
not just as a player but as a person.



You've moved a lot as a young person, how much has this helped you develop as a player and a
person? (James Graham to George Robesten)

I’d say it’s helped me develop a lot as a person as it forced me to figure out how to fit in with
different people and find new friends in different places. As a player it taught me to be comfortable
in discomfort and never stop moving forward, no matter how little you can see in front of you.

We've missed you this season. How is the injury and when might we see you playing again? (from
Gareth Hunter to Jordan Bastin and James Dodd)

Bastin - Well, I had a second MRI scan which the surgeon told me my ACL had healed partially and
that ultimately it was up to me whether I wanted surgery or to return back to football with the risk
of a weak ACL. Having waited so long for the surgery I decided to go ahead. After coming out of
surgery the surgeon told me it was a good job I had the surgery as it hadn’t healed and the MRI was
a misread. 

The surgery went well and I am four weeks post op with a good range of movement in my knee, the
rehab has already started and I’m hoping to be back in contact football towards the end of the year. 

I can’t thank the fans, the players, management and most importantly the club for the continued
support during this difficult period for me, and I can’t wait to be back out on the pitch doing what I
love the most. 

Let’s get in them play-offs!

Dodd - It’s been really tough to miss most of the season and especially hard watching the games!
Football is such a huge part of my life but I think going through long term injury before has enabled
me to understand the process.

It was a unique injury where I had to see if I could get away without surgery, but I have an operation
on the 30th aiming to be back for the start of the league season.

C A P T A I N ' S  C O L U M N -  W I T H  E M L Y N  L E W I S



What is your proudest moment in football so far? (Dave Hucker to Ollie Dewsbury)

The proudest moment for me was making my debut for Bristol Rovers in the FA Cup at 15.

What is your favourite holiday destination? (Mitch Jones to Brandon Bak)

Turkey.

What's your favourite board game? (Emma Spencer to Jakob Glover)

Monopoly.

Which LIDL that you've built has given you the most satisfaction, and why? (Rob Hammett to Sam
Avery)

Worthing - didn’t have to turn up for training sessions.

 LIDL Worthing - Avo’s favourite LIDL



August
Sat 9th Hornchurch (a) L 2-3 (Skinner 65', Pearson 77')

Sat 16th Chelmsford City (h) D 0-0
Tues 19th Chippenham Town (a) W 2-1 (Dawes 41, Britton 67)

Sat 23rd Maidenhead Utd (h) W 1-0 (Skinner 90+2)
Mon 25th Farnborough (a) W 3-1 (Skinner 53, Britton 70, Coulson pen 90+4) 

Sat 30th Dag & Red (h) W 3-0 (Britton pen 61, og 71, Pearson 86)
September

Tues 2nd Maidstone Utd (h) W 3-0 (Waite 8, Britton 26, 48)
Sat 6th Enfield Town (a) W 1-0 (Pearson 84)

Sat 13th Taunton Town FAC2QR (a) D 1-1 (Pearson 33)
Tues 16th Taunton Town FAC2QRr (h) W 3-0 (Britton 44, 65; Coulson 90+7) 

Sat 20th Chesham Utd (h) W 1-0 (Britton pen 85)
Sat 27th Poole Town FAC3QR (a) W 2-0 (Coulson pen 5, Wood 39)

October
Sat 4th AFC Totton (a) L 1-3 (Coulson 8)

Sat 11th Needham Market FAC4QR (h) W 1-0  (Britton 54)
Sat 18th Hampton & Richmond (a) W 1-0 (Martin 90+6)

Tues 21st Slough (h) W 5-1 (Britton 13, Lewis 24, Pearson 35, 74; J Cane 47)
Sat 25th Tonbridge Angels (a) D 0-0 

November
Sat 1st Aldershot Town FAC1 (h) W 2-1 (Lewis 84, Waite 110)

Tues 4th Hemel Hempstead (a) L 0-3
Sat 8th Eastbourne Borough (a) W 2-1 (Avery 47, Britton 90+9) 

Sat 15th Chippenham Town FAT2 (a) W 1-0 (Wood 21)
Tues 18th Ebbsfleet United (h) W 1-0 (Wilson 20)

Sat 22nd Dover Athletic (h) L 1-2 (Wilson 64)
Tues 25th Bath City (h) W 2-1 (Britton 57, 90+2)

Sat 29th Horsham (a) D 1-1 (Britton 50)
December

Sat 6th Chelmsford City FAC2 (a) W 2-0 (Britton 62, 88)
Sat 13th Forest Green Rovers FAT3 (a) L 0-4

Tues 16th Dorking Wanderers (a) L 2-3 (og 61, Britton 63)
Sat 20th Chippenham Town (h) W 1-0 (Britton 7)
Fri 26th Torquay United (a) L 1-3 (Cummins 72)

Tues 30th Salisbury (h) W 1-0 (Britton 7)



January
Sat 3rd Farnborough (h) W 4-1 (Coulson 22, 65, 86; Lewis 54)

Sat 10th Grimsby Town FAC3 (a) L 2-3  (Coulson 49, Britton 77)
Sat 17th Chelmsford City (a) L 0-1

Sat 24th Hornchurch (h) L 1-2 (Dawes 88)
Sat 31st Worthing (a) D 1-1 (Britton 90)

February
Tues 10th Slough Town (a) L 0-1 

Sat 14th Eastbourne Borough (h) W 3-1 (Cummins 30, Dawes 45, og 46)
Tues 17th Paulton Rovers SPC (a) D 1-1 (W 11-10 on pens) (Bak 36)

21st Dover Athletic (a) D 1-1 (Coulson pen 20)
Tues 24th Bath City (a) D 0-0 

March
Tues 3rd Maidstone United (a) L 1-2 (Britton 79)

Sat 7th Chesham Utd (a) L 0-4
Tues 10th AFC Totton (h) W 1-0 (Dewsbury 20)

Sat 14th Hampton & Richmond (h) W 2-0 (Britton 29, Dewsbury 70)
Tues 17th Tonbridge Angels (h) L 0-1

Sat 21st Ebbsfleet Utd (a) W 3-1 (Spokes 66, Dewsbury 72, Backwell 82)
Tues 24th Worthing (h) L 2-3 (og 30, Dawes 62)

Sat 28th Maidenhead Utd (a) W 2-1 (Britton 38, Pecover 47)
Tues 31st Hemel Hempstead Town (h) D 0-0

April
Fri 3rd Torquay Utd (h) L 0-3

Mon 6th Salisbury (a) W 2-1 (Avery 26, Backwell 29)
Sat 11th Enfield Town (h) W 1-0 (Avery 45)
Tues 14th Horsham (h) W 1-0 (Britton 32)

Sat 18th Dag & Red (a) D 0-0 
Sat 25th Dorking Wanderers (h) 12:30pm



T H E  B I G  I N T E R V I E W -  W I T H  J A S O N  P O P E



T H E  B I G  I N T E R V I E W -  W I T H  J A S O N  P O P E

Jason Pope chatted to Rob Hammett about his season so far, looking back at the most
memorable games and discussing the many challenges and changes that the club has
experienced during the campaign.

Hi Popey, how do you feel the season is going so far, for the team and yourself
personally?

I feel it’s been a brilliant season for the club. Reaching the Third Round of the FA Cup for
the first time and hopefully going one better than last season and finishing in the play-offs
would be a fantastic achievement for the club. Personally I’ve had to fill in a few positions
due to injuries and feel I’ve contributed where I’ve been asked to play for the team. I’ve
had a couple of suspensions this season for the first time and I’ll put that down to having a
newborn and not getting any sleep around that time…

What would you say have been the most memorable games so far during this campaign?

The FA Cup run was fantastic, the First Round winning in extra-time and coming on up
front was good fun. I missed the Chelmsford game due to suspension but the boys were
brilliant. The assist from Dom and finish on the volley from Britts was special. We were
obviously gutted to not get a bigger team in the Third Round but we gave a good account
of ourselves and came away disappointed with not winning on the day. 



T H E  B I G  I N T E R V I E W -  W I T H  J A S O N  P O P E

We play Dorking in our final home game of the season today. What sort of occasion are
you expecting at the Optima for this game?

I’d expect a big crowd and for them to create a decent atmosphere like they have on so
many occasions this season, particularly away from home the fans have been a massive
boost for the lads.

There have been so many games to squeeze in lately. As a player with a career outside of
the game and a young family, how demanding has the schedule been?

It’s challenging. To be honest we play the most demanding level of football in that sense.
There’s a lot of full-time clubs at our level now where you can obviously have more time to
relax and spend time with friends and family. As a part-time player at this level it’s
relentless, you work every day, train 1-2 times per week and have 1-2 games per week.
Then away games on Tuesdays throw a spanner in the works in terms of your sleeping
pattern. Personally I find the distribution of sleep the most challenging aspect not just for
recovery but for feeling alert and switched on for work outside of football.



T H E  B I G  I N T E R V I E W -  W I T H  J A S O N  P O P E
The defence have been outstanding again this season. What's it like playing with the likes
of Emlyn, Avo, Dan Martin, Dom and Smudger?

Yes, our defensive record speaks for itself. We’ve got really good squad depth at the back
and a lot of quality. There’s been rotation but the lads have all performed when called
upon, there’s no sulking, we all want the best for each other and the team. I should also
mention Dan Ellison who was solid for us on loan from Yeovil. 

There has been a managerial change this season with Scotty Rogers taking over. What's
he like as a gaffer, and what are Gary and Adie like alongside him?

The management have been brilliant. They all complement each other very well. They get
on well with the lads and the lads respond by giving their best for them every week. We’ve
had suspensions, injuries, players leaving for other clubs, loans coming in and out at crucial
times so there’s so much more to it. I know Adie has a big role in guiding Scotty and Gaz
and he helps with the bits away from matchdays and training, so having him around the
club is a massive benefit and it’s helps that the lads get on with him really well and respect
him.



Weston-super-Mare Football Club offer an extensive range of meeting and conference
facilities. Our well equipped premises provide an excellent venue for breakfast meetings,
conferences and private room hire.

The main conference suite is equipped with an OHP screen and two large screen televisions, flip
charts, pens, water and cordials can be provided in all rooms.

THE SOMERSET SUITE FUNCTION ROOM
The flagship of our conference facilities. The spacious lounge measures 25m x 12m with a stage for
presentations and an adjacent room for storage.
When set up as ‘theatre-style’ conference facility it can seat up to 250 people. 
Other configurations can be achieved by utilising our large selection of round, oblong and square
tables in conjunction with the seating.
The conference lounge has it’s own well stocked bar and our fully equipped kitchen can provide a
wide range of refreshment.
For evening functions the Somerset Suite can be dressed for a formal dinner or less formal party for
up to 150 people. The fully equipped kitchen can provided a range of menus. 
From a light, cold buffet to a full and extensive dinner menu. The well stocked bar is also available.
The raised stage is equipped with ample power and has an adjacent changing room. 
There is also a sizable dance floor in front of the raised stage.

THE SPORTS LOUNGE MEETING ROOM
This is the ideal venue for small conferences and meetings.
The room measures 13m x 5.75m and has an adjoining bar.
With a large screen monitor in the room, this room is ideal for meetings and training sessions.
Set up for a ‘theatre-style’ conference the room will seat 80 people. 

THE BOARDROOM MEETING ROOM
This is our premium meeting room.
The ideal venue for small conferences and meetings.
The room measures 20m x 4m.
With a large screen monitor in the room, this room is ideal for board level meetings and training
sessions.

For more information please visit: www.westonsmareafc.co.uk/conference-facilities

For enquiries or to book please email: enquiries@wsmafc.co.uk







S H E L L Y ’ S  S C R A P B O O K  -  W I T H  S H E L L Y  G O U L D

It’s great to see you all for our final game of the league season.
This has been my first full season at the club and what a season
it has been!

It’s been an exceptional honour meeting so many amazing
people; seeing everyone from all walks of life coming together to
support this brilliant club and watch our fantastic team out on
the pitch. The boys have done so well this season. 

The FA Cup was the true highlight for me. A superb home game
against Aldershot, the win at Chelmsford and getting through to
the Third Round in Grimsby. A very historical moment for the
club and something I feel very proud to be part of.



I enjoy seeing our Walking Football on Tuesday and Friday
mornings after their sessions for a coffee and catch up.

Fun weeks are going well; the children are thoroughly enjoying
themselves. It’s been great having our First Team join in on the
fun and the children love it. Well done to all the coaches
involved.

Our Matchday Experiences and Matchday Hospitality have
thrived this year and both have become very popular. We have
had such positive feedback and we look forward to continuing
these packages into the new season. If you are interested in
Matchday Sponsorship, hospitality or a Matchday Experience for
next season, please email admin@wsmafc.co.uk and I can
provide you with more information.

It takes a strong team to run this club, and we certainly do have
that. From the kitchen staff, bar staff, boardroom hosts and
everyone working behind the scenes. I really do enjoy working
with you all. It’s a real team effort and everyone involved has
been amazing.

I would like to end by saying a huge thank you to Oli, Ed, Bridget,
John, Alex, Amy, Ann and Liam. The support you have given me
these past 15 months is greatly appreciated, and I honestly
cannot thank you enough.

Looking forward to another great season! Shelly

S H E L L Y ’ S  S C R A P B O O K  -  W I T H  S H E L L Y  G O U L D



Supported by: 

Parkinson’s UK is the operating name of the Parkinson’s Disease Society of the United Kingdom. A registered charity in England and Wales (258197) and in Scotland (SC037554). 

Join us for 

Join us 6 May 2026 10-11:00am at Weston-super-Mare
AFC for a FREE Walking Football Taster session for those
affected by Parkinson's. 
Come and join our friendly session - no football experience
needed. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a drink. Stay for a
cuppa and chat with like-minded people after. 
The Optima Stadium, Winterstoke Rd, BS24 9AA
Contact Ian for more information and to register
walking@wsmafc.co.uk or 01934 621618 

Parkinson's Walking Football
Weston-super-Mare 







W E S T O N - S U P E R - M A R E  A F C  T E A M
MAX HARRIS GOALKEEPER

SPONSORED BY: THE BUSBY FAMILY

TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY: JAMIE LYONS

JASON POPE DEFENDER MICHAEL SMITH DEFENDER

EMLYN LEWIS DEFENDER

CALLUM WOOD DEFENDER

JAKOB GLOVER GOALKEEPER

SAM AVERY DEFENDER

DAN MARTIN DEFENDER

SPONSORED BY: BRIDGET BOLLAND SPONSORED BY: DARREN & CORINNA RUNDLE-CROWE

Club captain and centre-half Emlyn
joined Weston in May 2024 after a long
spell with Cardiff Met FC, where he
combined playing with his extensive
academic studies. Emlyn has also
represented and captained the Wales C
side, as well as featuring in the UEFA
Europa League for Cardiff Met. 

SPONSORED BY: THE THREASHER FAMILY

SPONSORED BY: NICK HAWKINS; TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY BROAC SPORTS 

The popular central defender joined
Weston in January 2020 after earlier
spells at Chipping Norton, Carterton
Town, Shortwood United, Bishops
Cleeve and Gloucester City. 
As well as being a composed defender,
Sam also has an eye for goal as he is a
threat from set-pieces, and his vital goals
have endeared himself even more to the
Optima Stadium faithful. 

SPONSORED  BY: JOHN HERBERT

After time at Hereford, Oxford United,
Oxford City and AFC Totton, Max eventually
joined Cheltenham Town in 2021. During his
time at Whaddon Road, Max spent four
successful loan spells at Weston where he
chalked up well over a hundred appearances
for the club, and kept many clean sheets in
the process. Max has also spent time at
Redditch, Cinderford and Bath City before
joining The Seagulls on a permanent deal in
May 2025. 

The left-sided full-back joined Weston in
May 2025, his second spell with The Seagulls
having played on loan from Cardiff City in
the 2019/20 season. Dan went on to feature
on loan at Bath City before leaving Cardiff
for Torquay United. 
After leaving The Gulls in 2024 he joined
Welling United but returned to Weston once
more following The Wings' relegation.

Since breaking into the Mangotsfield
United first team at the age of 16,
goalkeeper Jakob has also spent time
with nearby Nailsea & Tickenham as well
as training with Weston during the
2024/25 season, before formally signing
for The Seagulls in July 2025.

After spells in his native Northern Ireland with Ballyclare
Comrades and Ballymena United, Michael moved to England
in 2011 when he signed for Bristol Rovers. After earning a
place in the PFA League Two team of the year in 2013/14
he then earned a move to Peterborough United. Michael
spent three years with The Posh before joining Heart of
Midlothian.  
During his six seasons in Edinburgh he won the Scottish
Championship and was a Scottish Cup runner-up on three
occasions. In 2023 he moved to Yeovil Town and helped his
new club to the National League South title in his first
season, before joining Weston in July 2025 when he left
Huish Park. 
Michael is the owner of 19 Northern Ireland caps, scoring
one goal against Germany in 2019. 

Left-footed defender Callum joined Weston
on a permanent contract in May 2025,
following his release from Championship
side, Bristol City. 
Callum is no stranger to the Optima Stadium
having spent a loan spell there in March
2024, as well as temporary stints at Bath
City and Hereford at Step 2 after starting his
footballing journey at the age of 16 at
Cinderford Town. 

Jason is a versatile player, capable of
playing on either flank as a full-back, at
centre-half or as a midfielder. Jason came
through the Exeter City Academy and then
went on to spend part of the 2015/16
season at Weston. After being released
from St James’ Park in 2016, Jason joined
Weston on a permanent deal. ‘Popey’ then
spent time at Hereford and Bath City before
signing for The Seagulls again in the
summer of 2021. 

Interested in sponsoring one of our Men's First Team players/staff? If so, please contact us on
01934 621618 or enquiries@wsmafc.co.uk

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP 

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

https://www.westonsmareafc.co.uk/player/keiran-thomas/
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OLLIE CHAMBERLAIN MIDFIELD

JAMES DODD MIDFIELD

JAKE HICKS MIDFIELD

LUKE COULSON MIDFIELD

DOM BERNARD

MIDFIELDJACOB JAGGER CANE 

DEFENDER 

OLI JENKINS MIDFIELD LEO PECOVER MIDFIELD 

Another 2024 signing, Ollie has played
on the right side of defence and midfield
in his first season with The Seagulls. Ollie
started in the Taunton Town youth set-
up before going on to play locally with
Bridgwater and Wellington. After
returning to Taunton he helped The
Peacocks to two promotions and an
appearance in the First Round proper of
the FA Cup against Barrow. 

Another fine player to have emerged
from Exeter City and went on to play a
handful of games for The Grecians.
James initially joined Weston on loan in
September 2021 before joining
permanently in the summer of 2022
despite interest from other clubs. 
During his time at the Optima Stadium,
James has been a virtual ever-present and
has chipped in with his fair share of goals. 

After spending parts of his early career at
Manchester City and Cardiff City, Luke then went
on to represent Oxford City, Eastleigh, Barnet,
Ebbsfleet United, Bromley and Dartford. Luke
joined Weston in May 2024 and had a
phenomenal first season with The Seagulls,
scoring 23 goals and assisting with 22 for his
team-mates. 
As well as being a men’s first-team player, Luke is
also the Weston Academy U18s coach and has a
degree in Sports Broadcasting. 

SPONSORED BY SOMERSET PODIATRY CLINIC 

TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY THE WALNUT TREE PUB 

Jacob came through the famous Exeter
City ranks and had loan spells with Poole
Town and Weymouth before joining
Weston in August 2014. The popular
midfielder has gone on to play over 400
games for The Seagulls and is an integral
member of the squad. Jacob also had a
spell in National League North with
Hereford before re-joining Weston. 

SPONSORED BY DAVE & AMY CALLOW

SPONSORED BY THE BIN CREW

SPONSORED BY (INCLUDING TRAINING KIT): 

STEVE BECK BUILDING SERVICES LTD

SPONSORED BY PAUL TREGALEAVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP 

Oli is primarily an attacking midfielder,
however he did turn out at right full-back
on occasions for Weston late in the
2024/25 season. 

Oli signed for The Seagulls in August 2024
from Yate Town and had productive loan
spells back at Yate and also with Tiverton
Town. Before his first spell at Yate, Oli
was with Mangotsfield United and Cribbs
FC. In August 2025, Oli linked up with
Yate again for another loan spell at Lodge
Road.

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

Young attacking midfielder Leo joined The
Seagulls on loan from Bristol City in
February 2026, and is another highly-
rated prospect at Ashton Gate. 

Leo has made a handful of
appearances from the bench for City and
has trained with the first-team since
the summer of 2024. Leo was part of the
side that won the Professional U18s
Development League Division Two title
last campaign.

After spells at Longwell Green,
Mangotsfield United and Larkhall Athletic,
Jake’s performances for The Larks
attracted the interest of several clubs, but
it was Weston who landed his signature in
February 2025. He was immediately
loaned back to the Bath-based club before
returning to Weston and going on to make
his Seagulls’ debut towards the end of the
campaign. 

Free agent Dom joined Weston in November
2025, and has plenty of experience in both the
Football League and National League after spells
at Aldershot, Forest Green Rovers and Yeovil
Town. 

Prior to this, Dom came through the Birmingham
City Academy and is an athletic and versatile
defender capable of playing anywhere across the
backline.

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
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GEORGE ROBESTEN FORWARD

BRANDON BAK FORWARD

MIDFIELDER WILL DAWES MIDFIELD

LOUIS BRITTON FORWARD

JORDAN BASTIN

SPONSORED BY (INCLUDING TRAINING KIT): SILVO AND WIGGY

 
OLLIE DEWSBURY FORWARD

MIDFIELD  LUKE SPOKESSCOT BENNETT MIDFIELD 

Will started out as a Cheltenham Town
scholar before being released in 2019. Will
then turned his attentions to studying at
Loughborough University, and whilst at
Loughborough, Will played for Stratford
Town. After his impressive spell at Stratford,
Yeovil Town signed Will in 2022. After two
years at Huish Park, during which time he had
loan spells at Weymouth and Oxford City,
Will signed for Chippenham Town in June
2024, before joining Weston in March 2025,
where he has played at both right-back and
right-wing. 

SPONSORED BY RICHARD CHAMBERS

Brandon represented the Weston Academy
and played a few games for the first-team
before earning a move to Bristol City in
2022. Brandon returned to Weston on loan
in August 2024 and chipped in with some
vital goal involvements before re-joining
Weston permanently later in the season.
Brandon then had loan spells at Taunton
Town and Willand Rovers before heading
back to Weston and scoring the only goal as
The Seagulls lifted the Somerset Premier
Cup. Joined Bristol Manor Farm on loan at
the start of the 2025/26 campaign, before
going on to join Mangotsfield United in
January 2026.

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

Despite hailing from Eastbourne, George had
spent the entirety of his early career playing in
Scotland until his move to Weston in January
2026. Having moved north of the
border at a young age, he was signed by Ross
County where he made a total of 16
appearances. During his time at Dingwall,
George also had fruitful loan spells in
the Highlands League with Nairn County,
Clachnacuddin, Brora Rangers and
Strathspey Thistle. Can play either as a left-
winger or as a forward.

SPONSORED BY JILL & JOHN BUDD

After successful spells with Brislington and
Mangotsfield United, Louis earned a move to
Bristol City in 2019. Whilst at Ashton Gate,
Louis spent time out on loan at several clubs,
most notably at Waterford where he found
the back of the net on a regular basis. After
leaving Bristol City in 2022, the tall striker
enjoyed prolific spells at Maldon & Tiptree
and Bristol Manor Farm before joining
Weston in March 2025.

Jordan signed from Tiverton Town in
the summer of 2021 and has scored
some important goals for Weston,
including some Goal of the Season
contenders along the way. Jordan
spent time at Exeter City and
Plymouth Argyle before a prolific
spell at Elmore, prior to his move to
Tiverton. 

SPONSORED BY JOHN & JACQUI SLOCOMBE

 
Young forward Ollie signed on loan from
Bristol Rovers in January 2026, making his
Weston debut as a sub in their historic FA
Cup Third Round tie at Grimsby Town.
Ollie made his debut for Bristol Rovers at the
age of 15 and has featured for The Pirates
quite a few times since, as well as having
good loan spells in Southern League Premier
South with Taunton and Yate Town. Ollie is
also a Wales Under 19 international,and has
represented his country in every year group
from the age of 15.

SPONSORED BY UNDERDOG PODCASTS

Experienced Scot joined The Seagulls on loan
from Cheltenham Town in February 2026. The
centre-half or defensive midfielder started his
career with Exeter City where he was club
captain. After quite a few years at
St James’ Park, Scot signed for Notts County
but spent most of his time at Meadow Lane on
loan at Newport County and York City. 

After his brief spell in Notts, Scott returned to
Newport on a permanent deal where he had
another long and productive spell. After eight
years at Rodney Parade, Scot signed for
Cheltenham Town in 2024.

Midfielder Luke joined Weston on loan from
Kidderminster in January 2026, before making
the deal more permanent a month later. He
joined the Harriers from Chippenham Town
in the summer of 2025 after two successful
seasons at Hardenhuish Park. The Bristolian
started out locally with the likes of Mangotsfield
United, Yate Town and Taunton Town where his
impressive form earned him a move to Grimsby
Town, then managed by Ian Holloway. 

During his time in Cleethorpes, Luke also had
loan spells at Spennymoor Town and Boston
United, before returning south and
joining Bath City in 2022.AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP



W E S T O N - S U P E R - M A R E  A F C  S T A F F
SCOTT ROGERS MANAGER 

STEVE LAKER GOALKEEPING COACH TAYLOR CORNISH SPORTS THERAPIST

RICHARD JOYCE OPPOSITION ANALYST SAM TREGO HEAD GROUNDSMAN

GARY WARREN INTERIM ASSISTANT MANAGER

W E S T O N - S U P E R - M A R E  A F C  S T A F F

GORDON MACKAYLIAM DRURY KIT MANAGER MATCHDAY KITMAN

Rogers joined Weston as Scott Bartlett’s
assistant in the summer of 2023. When
Bartlett left Weston for Eastleigh, Rogers was
appointed as manager in October 2025.

Rogers had been the manager of Tiverton
Town, alongside his family member Martyn
Rogers. Before being in charge at Tivvy, Scott
was also player-manager at Willand Rovers. 
His playing career took in the likes of Forest
Green Rovers, Weston, Bath City, Newport
County and Tiverton, where he scored the only
goal in the 1999 FA Vase Final, the penultimate
played at the old Wembley Stadium. 

Goalkeeper coach Steve joined Weston
in 2020 from Bridgwater United. ‘Lakes’
has earned UEFA B qualifications in
Goalkeeping and Outfield and is Head of
Goalkeeping for Weston’s Academy.

Physiotherapist Taylor joined Weston
from a similar role at Dorchester Town in
September 2021. Physiotherapy is
obviously a family trait as his dad Tony is
the current physio at Tiverton Town. 

Richard has been Weston’s Opposition
Analyst since the start of the 2023/24
season. He is also part of the
management team at Evesham United,
having previously been the first-team
manager of Hellenic Premier League side,
Thornbury Town. Prior to this, Richard
has been an analyst at Forest Green
Rovers, Redditch United, Evesham
United and Brimscombe & Thrupp, as
well as being the Media Manager at
Cheltenham Town. 

SPONSORED BY: CHRIS CULLIS

TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY: SOUTH WEST MINIS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

SPONSORED BY: GLYN PETRIE AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
SPONSORED BY: MALCOLM & MARY FITZGERALD

Sam has supported the football club from
the terraces for many years, dating all
the way back to Weston’s Western
League days. He is also a keen cricketer
and eventually became groundsman at
Weston-super-Mare Cricket Club. He
now combines this role with being the
Head Groundsman for Weston AFC. 

Despite having never used a washing
machine, Liam was surprisingly handed
the role of kitman in the summer of
2025.
Liam has supported the club for many
years and started reporting on the club in
2015, before going on to fulfil a number
of various media duties. What Drury
doesn't know about Weston AFC isn't
worth knowing. A real Jack of all trades...

Hailing from the Scottish village of Brora,
Gordon moved to the West Country in
1978 to embark on a long and enjoyable
career in telecoms.
Gordon attended his first Weston game
in 2016, a 2-1 victory over Ebbsfleet
United. Since then, Gordon has been a
turnstile operator at the Optima before
taking over as kitman in 2023. In 2025
Gordon moved to the role of Matchday
Kitman.

SPONSORED BY: MARY SPINKS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

Gary started his career locally with the likes of
Mangotsfield United and Team Bath, before joining
Newport County in 2009 when the University side
folded.
Warren captained Newport to the Conference South
title in his first season in Wales. After three successful
years with The Exiles, Warren signed for Inverness
Caledonian Thistle, managed by Terry Butcher.
Whilst North of the Border, Warren enjoyed another
successful spell as he again captained his new side in
Scotland's top flight and won domestic honours. Upon
returning to England, Warren had spells at Yeovil
Town, Torquay United and Tiverton Town. Now retired
from playing, Warren has coached at the Ross County
Academy in Scotland, before becoming Weston's
Academy Manager from January 2025, and first-team
Interim Assistant Manager from October 2025.

SPONSORED BY IAN & BRENDA PAYNE





W E S T O N - S U P E R - M A R E  A F C  W O M E N

Would you like to sponsor one of our Women’s players? If so,
please contact: info.women@wsmafc.co.uk

Roza Bailey - 
Available for sponsorship
Sam Crew - 
Sponsored by Yeo Valley
Ruby Evans - 
Sponsored by IN.CLEANZ
(Darrell Evans)
Hollie Golding -
Available for sponsorship
Jayde Holcombe - 
Available for sponsorship
Laura Jones - 
Sponsored by Mark Stainer 
Photography
Jess Larbey - 
Available for sponsorship
Chloe Morley - 
Available for sponsorship
Nush Rourke - 
Available for sponsorship
Libby Slater -
Available for sponsorship
Emma West - 
Available for sponsorship

Ellie Burrows - 
Sponsored by Mark Stainer Photography
Tash Crew - 
Sponsored by Sid
Alex Gwyther - 
Available for sponsorship
Eloise Hubbard - 
Available for sponsorship
Vika Khandusenko - 
Available for sponsorship
Laura McGlone - 
Available for sponsorship
Shannon Osman - 
Available for sponsorship
Katie Sharkey - 
Available for sponsorship
Grace Southey - 
Available for sponsorship
Rosie Williams - 
Sponsored by Yeo Valley 
Karmisha Wilson - 
Sponsored by Underdog Podcasts
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MATCHDAYMATCHDAYMATCHDAYMATCHDAYPLAYLISTPLAYLISTPLAYLISTPLAYLIST

Sunshine after the rain

Gangster Trippin

Let me show you

Café Del Mar

Unbelieveable

It’s like that

Hey Boy, Hey Girl

Reach Up

Ooh La La

Livin’ la Vida Loca

Gonna Make You Sweat

3AM Eternal

Coming on Strong

Bamboogie

Sunchyme

Turn Around

Down with theTrumpets

Download the full playlist here



D O R K I N G  W A N D E R E R S  F C  -  O N E  T O  W A T C H

Club captain Charlie Carter has been with the Wanderers since October 2023,
and in that time period he has established himself as a cult hero. at Meadowbank.

His footballing journey began at Fulham and then at Woking where, after coming
through the club’s academy, he signed a professional deal with The Cardinals
ahead of the 2016-17 season.

Carter also spent time in the Football League after three seasons at Stevenage,
and has also impressed in the National League with Eastleigh before returning to
his native Surrey and signing for Wanderers.

Charlie was named club captain ahead of the 2024-25 season, and is known for his
incredible leadership on the pitch, alongside an incredible highlight reel of goals,
which includes the fastest ever hat-trick to be scored in National League South
history. Charlie also has several awards to his name, winning Managers’ Player of
the Season & the Bunch of Amateurs’ Player of the Season the same year he was
named captain.



D O R K I N G  W A N D E R E R S  F C  -  O N E  T O  W A T C H

Photo: Ben Pooley

Forward Sam Pearson joined Dorking Wanderers on loan
from Eastleigh in March 2026, and is now playing for his
third club this season.

Pearson, of course, started the season here at Weston after
signing for The Seagulls in October 2024. He spent just
over a year at the Optima before once again signing for
Scott Bartlett at Eastleigh in November 2025.

During his time here in BS24, Sam chipped in with plenty of
goals and assists, including one of Weston's goals in their 3-
1 win against Dorking at Meadowbank in January 2025.



H A P P Y  R E T I R E M E N T ,  T O N Y !

Weston-super-Mare AFC would like to wish experienced central-defender Tony
Craig all the very best for the future following the recent announcement that he
has now retired from playing football. 

Tony has had a wonderful career, playing for the likes of Millwall, Brentford,
Crystal Palace and locally with Bristol Rovers, where he was hugely popular with
the Gas fans.

After a spell with Crawley Town, Tony eventually joined Dorking Wanderers,
where his cult-hero status has continued.

Sadly, Tony fractured his fibula in the recent game at Horsham and, incredibly,
played on despite the horrific injury. The extent of the leg break has meant that
Tony has needed to blow the full-time whistle on his fantastic career, where he
played well over 800 games across the three tiers of the Football League and the
top two divisions of the National League.

Fortunately, Tony will stay in the game as he will now work with Millwall’s
Academy, as well as doing media work in the London area.









Leo Pecover (above) and Will Dawes (below) on
the ball at Dagenham & Redbridge last Saturday 



25 YEARS
CHAMPIONING
GRASSROOTS 
Shout it from theterraces, it’s
our anniversary! Since 2000,
we’ve been transforming lives,
giving every community great
places to play sport. We're not
finished yet, so here's to more
game-changing investment.

Search Football
Foundation
to find out more



Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to the Optima Stadium for our final
league match at home to Dorking Wanderers. We wish Marc White, his staff,
players & club officials a safe journey home after today’s match.

First Year as Kit Manager

It’s been a fun, enjoyable, stressful year as kit manager so far (I’ll be happy to not
see any stains on white shorts for the next two months!) 

Having done the role for a year, it is definitely one of the roles in football that must
take up most of somebody’s time, especially if you play in white!

I’ve learnt a lot as kit manager this year, such as Dom Bernard wearing small shorts
and still rolling them up! In all seriousness, it’s been great to be around the players
more full-time than I have over the last couple of seasons prior, getting to know
them on a more personal level. We’ve got a great group of footballers as well as
men, and it’s been a pleasure working with all of them.

I must extend a big thank you to ‘Gordy’, whose support on home games and the
occasional away match hasn’t gone unnoticed, he’s been an excellent mentor for
myself in the role - He really does make the job look easy!

D R U R Y ’ S  D I A R Y



Marketing & Media

As well as my kit manager role, I’ve also headed up the Marketing & Media side of
things this year.

It’s been a whirlwind of a year that combining the two roles together, it feels like it’s
been non-stop and I’m looking forward to a bit of downtime across the off-season.

The media has continued to grow this year, with the launch of Seagulls Radio and
getting Ben Mead in as videographer who has captured some great shots already
this season over the last few months.

It’s a shame that we will be losing our head of Seagulls Radio, Corey, due to
personal commitments once the season ends, but we are busy looking at potential
replacements, we’ve had some excellent CVs come through over the last 10 days!

A special thanks to the media team around me - Rob, Mark, Ade, Sid, Emily, Jake,
Corey, Ben, Boris, Josh & Ty who make my job much easier. They do fantastic work
throughout the week and on matchdays that gives us a great media output.

The final day

It feels like the season has come down to this weekend for a reason. The sun
shining, a 12:30pm kick-off, spirits high amongst the camp, a big crowd anticipated
- it’ll be great to finally get the job done today and secure our spot in the play-offs.

The players have worked tirelessly throughout the year to get themselves into this
position, playing over 60 games in all competitions (including pre-season), all while
balancing their day jobs and family life.

They need you, the Seagull Army, to really be the 12th man this afternoon and to
help get them over the line - I’m sure that league table will change 10 - 12 times
throughout the afternoon. It’ll be nervy, but help suck that ball into the goal.

Come on you Seagulls!

D R U R Y ’ S  D I A R Y

Liam



Visit dyno.com

Or call us on 
0333 305 8390 

No Call-Out Charge 
Fixed Price Quote

Local Engineers

Guaranteed Work*
*Subject to T&C’s 

Domestic and
Commercial Services

OFFICIAL PARTNERS 
NATIONAL LEAGUE

OFTHE 

From blocked drains to burst pipes, we’re here
to help. We’re proud to offer 24/7/365
emergency response across the UK. No
matter the problem, you can count on
Dyno-Rod to get your home or business
flowing again.



G R O U N D  R E G U L A T I O N S
The Club reserves the absolute right to grant admission. 

Where admission is granted, the right to remain within the Ground is upon the following conditions:

THE SPECTATORS SHALL:
1.COMPLY WITH INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY A STEWARD OR CLUB OFFICIAL.
2.NOT TRESPASS ON THE PLAYING AREA OR ADJOINING AREAS.
3.NOT CLIMB ON ANY BUILDING, WALL, OR FENCE.
4.NOT USE OBSCENE, RACIST, OR INSULTING LANGUAGE OR MAKE OFFENSIVE OR INSULTING REMARKS, OR

SPITTING ON ANY PERSON.
5.ONLY CONSUME ALCOHOL IN THE STADIUM DURING A MATCH THAT HAS BEEN PURCHASED INSIDE THE

GROUND. ALCOHOL SALES ARE AS IN LINE WITH THE FULL GROUND REGULATION AS DISPLAYED & LISTED.
6.NOT THROW OBJECTS WITHIN THE STADIUM, THIS IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE AND STRONG ACTION WILL BE

TAKEN AGAINST ANYONE COMMITTING SUCH AN OFFENCE.
7.FIREWORKS, FLARES, SMOKE CANISTERS, LASER DEVICES, AIR HORNS, KNIVES, BOTTLES, GLASS VESSELS,

CANS, POLES, AND ANY ARTICLES THAT MIGHT BE USED AS A WEAPON AND/OR COMPROMISE PUBLIC
SAFETY ARE NOT PERMITTED WITHIN THE GROUND. THESE ARE CRIMINAL OFFENCES AND STRONG ACTION
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST ANYONE COMMITTING SUCH AN OFFENCE.

8.NO PERSONAL FOOTBALLS, TENNIS BALLS, INFLATABLE BALLS OR ANY OTHER SUCH THROWABLE BALL,
HAND-HELD MEGAPHONES OR THE LIKE, SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO THE GROUND. Anyone found with such
will have the item confiscated until the conclusion of the match.

A complete listing of all ground regulations and club charter is as displayed at the turnstiles and listed on our club website
www.westonsmareafc.co.uk/ground-regulations/

Failure to adhere to the above, or any regulation as displayed and listed, can result in ground ejection.

Weston-super-Mare AFC will not be responsible for any damage to any property; person or persons, and request that all
persons including children refrain from interfering with or climbing any floodlighting pylons and camera recording gantry
within the ground.

Weston-super-Mare AFC does not take any responsibility for the safe custody of any vehicles or articles thereon or
therein for any damage to vehicles or articles however caused. 
All vehicles being left on the premises are in all respects entirely at the owner’s risk.

Weston-super-Mare AFC is not responsible for loss or damage to articles left on the premises.

ABANDONED MATCHES:
Where a match is postponed or abandoned before Half Time, Weston-super-Mare AFC will issue a voucher valid for
the re-arranged fixture, or a home Weston-super-Mare AFC league game 14 days either side of the re-arranged fixture
date.
Where a match is abandoned at/after Half Time for whatever reason(s) no refund voucher will be issued.

DISABLED ACCESS:
There are disabled access toilets situated in the main bar area of the stadium.
Wheelchair viewing is available in the main seating area. A steward will show you the access point.

Parking
We have a few spaces available in the front car park on match days and these are allocated on a ‘first come’ basis.

Tickets
Disabled supporters are entitled to bring a carer if necessary. Please note that proof of disability is required when
purchasing the tickets.





THANK YOU FOR READING THE PROGRAMME - AND
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TREMENDOUS SUPPORT THIS

SEASON!

TODAY’S OFFICIALS
                           REFEREE: CALLUM JONES

ASSISTANT REFEREE: LEWIS WARD
       ASSISTANT REFEREE: OLIVER SPENDER

            FOURTH OFFICIAL: GEORGE WARREN

Manager: SCOTT ROGERS Manager: MARC WHITE
ALL WHITE

Max HARRIS
Jakob GLOVER
Michael SMITH

Sam AVERY
Emlyn LEWIS

Jason POPE
Dan MARTIN

Dom BERNARD
Will DAWES

Jordan BASTIN
Scot BENNETT

James DODD
Jacob JAGGER CANE

Calum HEWLETT
Leo PECOVER

Ollie CHAMBERLAIN
Owen JOHNSON

Luke SPOKES
Brandon BAK

Luke COULSON
Ollie DEWSBURY

George ROBESTEN
Tommy BACKWELL

Louis BRITTON

 

RED & BLUE

Harrison FOULKES 
Louie SULLIVAN
Brennan CAMP
Jordan NORVILLE-WILLIAMS
Liam VINCENT
Ted SULLIVAN
Dan PYBUS
Niall McMANUS
Jimmy MUITT
Dennon LEWIS
James McSHANE
Charlie CARTER
Josh TAYLOR
Luke MOORE
Dan GALLAGHER
Harry SIDWELL
George KNIGHT
George FRANCOMB
Kai ENSLIN
Harry PINCHARD
Paul McCALLUM
Jake LAWRENCE
Jason PRIOR
Sam PEARSON
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	MANAGER'S BLOG
	WITH SCOTT ROGERS
	MANAGER'S BLOG
	Good afternoon (just!) and welcome to our last scheduled league game of the 25/26 season, in what should be a cracking game to end a long and tough, but ultimately enjoyable season that has been filled with some great memories and hopefully still a few more to come.
	Scott

	MANAGER'S BLOG
	PRESIDENT'S BLOG - WITH DENNIS USHER
	Good afternoon to all the members of Dorking Wanderers FC, to all your Directors, players and of course all your supporters.


	Dennis
	PRESIDENT'S BLOG - WITH DENNIS USHER
	CAPTAIN'S COLUMN- WITH EMLYN LEWIS
	CAPTAIN'S COLUMN- WITH EMLYN LEWIS
	Club Captain Emlyn Lewis turned Club Reporter this week as he asked his team-mates the all-important football and non-football questions that fans and staff have wanted to know about their Seagulls’ heroes! (Diolch, Emlyn!)
	Do you come from a football family, and who was your favourite defender growing up? (from Pete Rogers to Emlyn Lewis)
	They say you have to be mad to be a goalkeeper, so what made you want to be one? (Michael Williams to Max Harris)

	CAPTAIN'S COLUMN- WITH EMLYN LEWIS
	What main piece of advice would you give to a young player, or a younger version of yourself? (David Green to Michael Smith)
	What is your favourite cheese? (Natalie Cooper to Jason Pope)
	Who is the best manager you've ever played for? (Nigel Richardson to Scot Bennett)
	Why do you wear your shorts like that? (James Roberts to Dom Bernard)
	If you were in a film, which actor should play you? (Gary Davis to Jacob Jagger Cane)

	CAPTAIN'S COLUMN- WITH EMLYN LEWIS
	How was your loan at Chippenham and playing for a struggling side? (Helen Edwards to Callum Wood)
	You look quite sporty, what other sports are you good at? (Freddie Dawson to Luke Spokes)
	You're stranded on a desert island and you have to choose three people to be with you: One team-mate, another footballer and one celebrity: Who are you choosing?! (Ben Mead to Will Dawes)
	Who's your favourite player in the world? (Noah Brown to Tommy Backwell)
	Out of your Bristol City team-mates, who do you think will go on to have the best career in the game? (Nathan Giblett to Leo Pecover)
	If you were to go on Mastermind, what would your specialist subject be? (can't be football) - (Joe Moore to Luke Coulson)
	If you could instantly master any skill, what would you choose? (Dylan Reid-Sinclair to Dan Martin)
	How much has your Dad been an influence on your career? (Ross Simmonds to Calum Hewlett)

	CAPTAIN'S COLUMN- WITH EMLYN LEWIS
	You've moved a lot as a young person, how much has this helped you develop as a player and a person? (James Graham to George Robesten)
	We've missed you this season. How is the injury and when might we see you playing again? (from Gareth Hunter to Jordan Bastin and James Dodd)

	What is your proudest moment in football so far? (Dave Hucker to Ollie Dewsbury)
	What is your favourite holiday destination? (Mitch Jones to Brandon Bak)
	What's your favourite board game? (Emma Spencer to Jakob Glover)
	Which LIDL that you've built has given you the most satisfaction, and why? (Rob Hammett to Sam Avery)
	LIDL Worthing - Avo’s favourite LIDL
	August Sat 9th Hornchurch (a) L 2-3 (Skinner 65', Pearson 77') Sat 16th Chelmsford City (h) D 0-0 Tues 19th Chippenham Town (a) W 2-1 (Dawes 41, Britton 67) Sat 23rd Maidenhead Utd (h) W 1-0 (Skinner 90+2) Mon 25th Farnborough (a) W 3-1 (Skinner 53, Britton 70, Coulson pen 90+4)  Sat 30th Dag & Red (h) W 3-0 (Britton pen 61, og 71, Pearson 86) September Tues 2nd Maidstone Utd (h) W 3-0 (Waite 8, Britton 26, 48) Sat 6th Enfield Town (a) W 1-0 (Pearson 84) Sat 13th Taunton Town FAC2QR (a) D 1-1 (Pearson 33) Tues 16th Taunton Town FAC2QRr (h) W 3-0 (Britton 44, 65; Coulson 90+7)  Sat 20th Chesham Utd (h) W 1-0 (Britton pen 85) Sat 27th Poole Town FAC3QR (a) W 2-0 (Coulson pen 5, Wood 39) October Sat 4th AFC Totton (a) L 1-3 (Coulson 8) Sat 11th Needham Market FAC4QR (h) W 1-0  (Britton 54) Sat 18th Hampton & Richmond (a) W 1-0 (Martin 90+6) Tues 21st Slough (h) W 5-1 (Britton 13, Lewis 24, Pearson 35, 74; J Cane 47) Sat 25th Tonbridge Angels (a) D 0-0  November Sat 1st Aldershot Town FAC1 (h) W 2-1 (Lewis 84, Waite 110) Tues 4th Hemel Hempstead (a) L 0-3 Sat 8th Eastbourne Borough (a) W 2-1 (Avery 47, Britton 90+9)  Sat 15th Chippenham Town FAT2 (a) W 1-0 (Wood 21) Tues 18th Ebbsfleet United (h) W 1-0 (Wilson 20) Sat 22nd Dover Athletic (h) L 1-2 (Wilson 64) Tues 25th Bath City (h) W 2-1 (Britton 57, 90+2) Sat 29th Horsham (a) D 1-1 (Britton 50) December Sat 6th Chelmsford City FAC2 (a) W 2-0 (Britton 62, 88) Sat 13th Forest Green Rovers FAT3 (a) L 0-4 Tues 16th Dorking Wanderers (a) L 2-3 (og 61, Britton 63) Sat 20th Chippenham Town (h) W 1-0 (Britton 7) Fri 26th Torquay United (a) L 1-3 (Cummins 72) Tues 30th Salisbury (h) W 1-0 (Britton 7)
	January Sat 3rd Farnborough (h) W 4-1 (Coulson 22, 65, 86; Lewis 54) Sat 10th Grimsby Town FAC3 (a) L 2-3  (Coulson 49, Britton 77) Sat 17th Chelmsford City (a) L 0-1 Sat 24th Hornchurch (h) L 1-2 (Dawes 88) Sat 31st Worthing (a) D 1-1 (Britton 90)
	February Tues 10th Slough Town (a) L 0-1  Sat 14th Eastbourne Borough (h) W 3-1 (Cummins 30, Dawes 45, og 46) Tues 17th Paulton Rovers SPC (a) D 1-1 (W 11-10 on pens) (Bak 36) 21st Dover Athletic (a) D 1-1 (Coulson pen 20) Tues 24th Bath City (a) D 0-0
	March Tues 3rd Maidstone United (a) L 1-2 (Britton 79) Sat 7th Chesham Utd (a) L 0-4 Tues 10th AFC Totton (h) W 1-0 (Dewsbury 20) Sat 14th Hampton & Richmond (h) W 2-0 (Britton 29, Dewsbury 70) Tues 17th Tonbridge Angels (h) L 0-1 Sat 21st Ebbsfleet Utd (a) W 3-1 (Spokes 66, Dewsbury 72, Backwell 82) Tues 24th Worthing (h) L 2-3 (og 30, Dawes 62) Sat 28th Maidenhead Utd (a) W 2-1 (Britton 38, Pecover 47) Tues 31st Hemel Hempstead Town (h) D 0-0
	April Fri 3rd Torquay Utd (h) L 0-3 Mon 6th Salisbury (a) W 2-1 (Avery 26, Backwell 29) Sat 11th Enfield Town (h) W 1-0 (Avery 45) Tues 14th Horsham (h) W 1-0 (Britton 32) Sat 18th Dag & Red (a) D 0-0  Sat 25th Dorking Wanderers (h) 12:30pm
	THE BIG INTERVIEW- WITH JASON POPE
	THE BIG INTERVIEW- WITH JASON POPE
	Jason Pope chatted to Rob Hammett about his season so far, looking back at the most memorable games and discussing the many challenges and changes that the club has experienced during the campaign.
	Hi Popey, how do you feel the season is going so far, for the team and yourself personally?
	What would you say have been the most memorable games so far during this campaign?

	THE BIG INTERVIEW- WITH JASON POPE
	We play Dorking in our final home game of the season today. What sort of occasion are you expecting at the Optima for this game?
	There have been so many games to squeeze in lately. As a player with a career outside of the game and a young family, how demanding has the schedule been?

	THE BIG INTERVIEW- WITH JASON POPE
	The defence have been outstanding again this season. What's it like playing with the likes of Emlyn, Avo, Dan Martin, Dom and Smudger?
	There has been a managerial change this season with Scotty Rogers taking over. What's he like as a gaffer, and what are Gary and Adie like alongside him?

	Weston-super-Mare Football Club offer an extensive range of meeting and conference facilities. Our well equipped premises provide an excellent venue for breakfast meetings, conferences and private room hire.
	SHELLY’S SCRAPBOOK - WITH SHELLY GOULD
	It’s great to see you all for our final game of the league season. This has been my first full season at the club and what a season it has been!
	SHELLY’S SCRAPBOOK - WITH SHELLY GOULD

	Shelly
	Join us for

	Parkinson's Walking Football Weston-super-Mare
	Join us 6 May 2026 10-11:00am at Weston-super-Mare AFC for a FREE Walking Football Taster session for those affected by Parkinson's.  Come and join our friendly session - no football experience needed. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a drink. Stay for a cuppa and chat with like-minded people after.  The Optima Stadium, Winterstoke Rd, BS24 9AA Contact Ian for more information and to register walking@wsmafc.co.uk or 01934 621618
	Supported by:


	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC TEAM
	MAX HARRIS
	GOALKEEPER
	JAKOB GLOVER
	GOALKEEPER
	SPONSORED BY: THE BUSBY FAMILY TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY: JAMIE LYONS
	SAM AVERY
	DEFENDER
	The popular central defender joined Weston in January 2020 after earlier spells at Chipping Norton, Carterton Town, Shortwood United, Bishops Cleeve and Gloucester City.  As well as being a composed defender, Sam also has an eye for goal as he is a threat from set-pieces, and his vital goals have endeared himself even more to the Optima Stadium faithful.


	SPONSORED  BY: JOHN HERBERT
	JASON POPE
	DEFENDER
	Jason is a versatile player, capable of playing on either flank as a full-back, at centre-half or as a midfielder. Jason came through the Exeter City Academy and then went on to spend part of the 2015/16 season at Weston. After being released from St James’ Park in 2016, Jason joined Weston on a permanent deal. ‘Popey’ then spent time at Hereford and Bath City before signing for The Seagulls again in the summer of 2021.


	SPONSORED BY: BRIDGET BOLLAND
	Since breaking into the Mangotsfield United first team at the age of 16, goalkeeper Jakob has also spent time with nearby Nailsea & Tickenham as well as training with Weston during the 2024/25 season, before formally signing for The Seagulls in July 2025.

	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	EMLYN LEWIS
	DEFENDER
	Club captain and centre-half Emlyn joined Weston in May 2024 after a long spell with Cardiff Met FC, where he combined playing with his extensive academic studies. Emlyn has also represented and captained the Wales C side, as well as featuring in the UEFA Europa League for Cardiff Met.


	SPONSORED BY: THE THREASHER FAMILY
	MICHAEL SMITH
	DEFENDER

	SPONSORED BY: DARREN & CORINNA RUNDLE-CROWE
	CALLUM WOOD
	DEFENDER
	Left-footed defender Callum joined Weston on a permanent contract in May 2025, following his release from Championship side, Bristol City.  Callum is no stranger to the Optima Stadium having spent a loan spell there in March 2024, as well as temporary stints at Bath City and Hereford at Step 2 after starting his footballing journey at the age of 16 at Cinderford Town. 

	DAN MARTIN
	DEFENDER
	The left-sided full-back joined Weston in May 2025, his second spell with The Seagulls having played on loan from Cardiff City in the 2019/20 season. Dan went on to feature on loan at Bath City before leaving Cardiff for Torquay United.  After leaving The Gulls in 2024 he joined Welling United but returned to Weston once more following The Wings' relegation.

	SPONSORED BY: NICK HAWKINS; TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY BROAC SPORTS

	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	Interested in sponsoring one of our Men's First Team players/staff? If so, please contact us on 01934 621618 or enquiries@wsmafc.co.uk

	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC TEAM

	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC TEAM
	DOM BERNARD
	DEFENDER
	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	JAMES DODD
	MIDFIELD
	Another fine player to have emerged from Exeter City and went on to play a handful of games for The Grecians. James initially joined Weston on loan in September 2021 before joining permanently in the summer of 2022 despite interest from other clubs.  During his time at the Optima Stadium, James has been a virtual ever-present and has chipped in with his fair share of goals.


	SPONSORED BY PAUL TREGALE
	OLLIE CHAMBERLAIN
	MIDFIELD
	Another 2024 signing, Ollie has played on the right side of defence and midfield in his first season with The Seagulls. Ollie started in the Taunton Town youth set-up before going on to play locally with Bridgwater and Wellington. After returning to Taunton he helped The Peacocks to two promotions and an appearance in the First Round proper of the FA Cup against Barrow.


	SPONSORED BY THE BIN CREW
	LUKE COULSON
	MIDFIELD

	SPONSORED BY SOMERSET PODIATRY CLINIC  TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY THE WALNUT TREE PUB
	JAKE HICKS
	MIDFIELD
	After spells at Longwell Green, Mangotsfield United and Larkhall Athletic, Jake’s performances for The Larks attracted the interest of several clubs, but it was Weston who landed his signature in February 2025. He was immediately loaned back to the Bath-based club before returning to Weston and going on to make his Seagulls’ debut towards the end of the campaign. 


	SPONSORED BY (INCLUDING TRAINING KIT):  STEVE BECK BUILDING SERVICES LTD
	OLI JENKINS
	MIDFIELD
	Oli is primarily an attacking midfielder, however he did turn out at right full-back on occasions for Weston late in the 2024/25 season.
	Oli signed for The Seagulls in August 2024 from Yate Town and had productive loan spells back at Yate and also with Tiverton Town. Before his first spell at Yate, Oli was with Mangotsfield United and Cribbs FC. In August 2025, Oli linked up with Yate again for another loan spell at Lodge Road.


	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	JACOB JAGGER CANE
	MIDFIELD
	Jacob came through the famous Exeter City ranks and had loan spells with Poole Town and Weymouth before joining Weston in August 2014. The popular midfielder has gone on to play over 400 games for The Seagulls and is an integral member of the squad. Jacob also had a spell in National League North with Hereford before re-joining Weston.


	SPONSORED BY DAVE & AMY CALLOW
	LEO PECOVER
	MIDFIELD
	Young attacking midfielder Leo joined The Seagulls on loan from Bristol City in February 2026, and is another highly-rated prospect at Ashton Gate.
	Leo has made a handful of appearances from the bench for City and has trained with the first-team since the summer of 2024. Leo was part of the side that won the Professional U18s Development League Division Two title last campaign.


	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC TEAM

	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC TEAM
	JORDAN BASTIN
	MIDFIELDER
	Jordan signed from Tiverton Town in the summer of 2021 and has scored some important goals for Weston, including some Goal of the Season contenders along the way. Jordan spent time at Exeter City and Plymouth Argyle before a prolific spell at Elmore, prior to his move to Tiverton.

	SPONSORED BY JOHN & JACQUI SLOCOMBE
	WILL DAWES
	MIDFIELD

	SPONSORED BY JILL & JOHN BUDD
	SCOT BENNETT
	MIDFIELD
	FORWARD

	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	BRANDON BAK

	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	GEORGE ROBESTEN
	FORWARD

	SPONSORED BY RICHARD CHAMBERS
	LUKE SPOKES
	MIDFIELD
	FORWARD

	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	LOUIS BRITTON

	SPONSORED BY (INCLUDING TRAINING KIT): SILVO AND WIGGY
	OLLIE DEWSBURY
	FORWARD

	SPONSORED BY UNDERDOG PODCASTS
	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC STAFF

	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC STAFF
	SCOTT ROGERS
	MANAGER
	GARY WARREN
	INTERIM ASSISTANT MANAGER

	SPONSORED BY: CHRIS CULLIS TRAINING KIT SPONSORED BY: SOUTH WEST MINIS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
	SPONSORED BY IAN & BRENDA PAYNE
	STEVE LAKER
	GOALKEEPING COACH
	TAYLOR CORNISH
	SPORTS THERAPIST
	Goalkeeper coach Steve joined Weston in 2020 from Bridgwater United. ‘Lakes’ has earned UEFA B qualifications in Goalkeeping and Outfield and is Head of Goalkeeping for Weston’s Academy.
	Physiotherapist Taylor joined Weston from a similar role at Dorchester Town in September 2021. Physiotherapy is obviously a family trait as his dad Tony is the current physio at Tiverton Town.


	SPONSORED BY: GLYN PETRIE
	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	RICHARD JOYCE
	OPPOSITION ANALYST
	Richard has been Weston’s Opposition Analyst since the start of the 2023/24 season. He is also part of the management team at Evesham United, having previously been the first-team manager of Hellenic Premier League side, Thornbury Town. Prior to this, Richard has been an analyst at Forest Green Rovers, Redditch United, Evesham United and Brimscombe & Thrupp, as well as being the Media Manager at Cheltenham Town.


	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	SAM TREGO
	HEAD GROUNDSMAN
	Sam has supported the football club from the terraces for many years, dating all the way back to Weston’s Western League days. He is also a keen cricketer and eventually became groundsman at Weston-super-Mare Cricket Club. He now combines this role with being the Head Groundsman for Weston AFC.


	SPONSORED BY: MALCOLM & MARY FITZGERALD
	LIAM DRURY
	KIT MANAGER
	GORDON MACKAY
	MATCHDAY KITMAN
	Despite having never used a washing machine, Liam was surprisingly handed the role of kitman in the summer of 2025. Liam has supported the club for many years and started reporting on the club in  2015, before going on to fulfil a number of various media duties. What Drury doesn't know about Weston AFC isn't worth knowing. A real Jack of all trades...


	SPONSORED BY: MARY SPINKS
	AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP
	Hailing from the Scottish village of Brora, Gordon moved to the West Country in 1978 to embark on a long and enjoyable career in telecoms. Gordon attended his first Weston game in 2016, a 2-1 victory over Ebbsfleet United. Since then, Gordon has been a turnstile operator at the Optima before taking over as kitman in 2023. In 2025 Gordon moved to the role of Matchday Kitman.


	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC WOMEN
	Would you like to sponsor one of our Women’s players? If so, please contact: info.women@wsmafc.co.uk

	WESTON-SUPER-MARE AFC WOMEN
	DORKING WANDERERS FC - ONE TO WATCH
	Club captain Charlie Carter has been with the Wanderers since October 2023, and in that time period he has established himself as a cult hero. at Meadowbank.

	DORKING WANDERERS FC - ONE TO WATCH
	Forward Sam Pearson joined Dorking Wanderers on loan from Eastleigh in March 2026, and is now playing for his third club this season.
	Pearson, of course, started the season here at Weston after signing for The Seagulls in October 2024. He spent just over a year at the Optima before once again signing for Scott Bartlett at Eastleigh in November 2025.
	During his time here in BS24, Sam chipped in with plenty of goals and assists, including one of Weston's goals in their 3-1 win against Dorking at Meadowbank in January 2025.


	HAPPY RETIREMENT, TONY!
	Weston-super-Mare AFC would like to wish experienced central-defender Tony Craig all the very best for the future following the recent announcement that he has now retired from playing football.

	Leo Pecover (above) and Will Dawes (below) on the ball at Dagenham & Redbridge last Saturday
	25 YEARS CHAMPIONING GRASSROOTS  Shout it from theterraces, it’s our anniversary! Since 2000, we’ve been transforming lives, giving every community great places to play sport. We're not finished yet, so here's to more game-changing investment.
	DRURY’S DIARY
	Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to the Optima Stadium for our final league match at home to Dorking Wanderers. We wish Marc White, his staff, players & club officials a safe journey home after today’s match.
	First Year as Kit Manager
	DRURY’S DIARY
	Marketing & Media
	The final day


	Liam
	No Call-Out Charge  Fixed Price Quote Local Engineers Guaranteed Work*
	Domestic and Commercial Services
	From blocked drains to burst pipes, we’re here to help. We’re proud to oﬀer 24/7/365 emergency response across the UK. No matter the problem, you can count on Dyno-Rod to get your home or business ﬂowing again.


	Visit dyno.com Or call us on
	0333 305 8390
	OFTHE
	OFFICIAL PARTNERS
	NATIONAL LEAGUE

	GROUND REGULATIONS
	Where admission is granted, the right to remain within the Ground is upon the following conditions:
	THE SPECTATORS SHALL:
	ABANDONED MATCHES:
	DISABLED ACCESS:
	ALL WHITE
	RED & BLUE
	Max HARRIS Jakob GLOVER Michael SMITH Sam AVERY Emlyn LEWIS Jason POPE Dan MARTIN Dom BERNARD Will DAWES Jordan BASTIN Scot BENNETT James DODD Jacob JAGGER CANE Calum HEWLETT Leo PECOVER Ollie CHAMBERLAIN Owen JOHNSON Luke SPOKES Brandon BAK Luke COULSON Ollie DEWSBURY George ROBESTEN Tommy BACKWELL Louis BRITTON
	Harrison FOULKES  Louie SULLIVAN Brennan CAMP Jordan NORVILLE-WILLIAMS Liam VINCENT Ted SULLIVAN Dan PYBUS Niall McMANUS Jimmy MUITT Dennon LEWIS James McSHANE Charlie CARTER Josh TAYLOR Luke MOORE Dan GALLAGHER Harry SIDWELL George KNIGHT George FRANCOMB Kai ENSLIN Harry PINCHARD Paul McCALLUM Jake LAWRENCE Jason PRIOR Sam PEARSON


	TODAY’S OFFICIALS
	REFEREE: CALLUM JONES ASSISTANT REFEREE: LEWIS WARD        ASSISTANT REFEREE: OLIVER SPENDER             FOURTH OFFICIAL: GEORGE WARREN
	THANK YOU FOR READING THE PROGRAMME - AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR TREMENDOUS SUPPORT THIS SEASON!


